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A S S O C I A T I O N





Cindy Lesmeister

Transportation and Growth Management Program

555 13th Street NE, Suite 2

Salem, OR 97301

6 June 2005

Subject: Regional Freight Plan TGM Application

Dear Ms. Lesmeister,

The Columbia Corridor Association represents 2,000 diverse companies, employing 55,000 people, located in the Regionally Significant Industrial Area along the south shore of the Columbia River.  The Columbia Corridor stands at the intersection of Class 1 railroads, interstate highways, an international seaport and international airport.  Freight transportation is the primary economic driver of the Corridor.

We are writing in support of the proposed TGM grant for Metro, which would be used to create a regional freight master plan.  Metro’s Regional Transportation Plan is the framework that synchronizes a wide variety of transportation needs in the region.  But it is lacking a significant freight element that would guide the freight transportation needs of the region and help guide street design to accommodate truck traffic.

The TGM Freight Plan could help the region minimize the problems associated with freight movement and maximize the economic benefits.  It is our hope that Metro will be a strong voice for well-planned freight transportation and a coordinator of various local freight plans.

We strongly urge that the TGM grant be contingent on having an economic development element, requiring a committee composed of freight businesses and organizations, and enhancing the work of the Portland Freight Committee.

We ask your support of the TGM grant and look forward to working with Metro and all the partners in the Columbia Corridor region.

Respectfully submitted,
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Corky Collier

Executive Director

cc:
Rex Burkholder, Metro

Matthew Garrett, ODOT
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